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an F-4 tornado that cut a 
swath through the small 
Delta town on the evening 

    The Sharkey County 
Courthouse sits battered 
among the ruins of the 

town of Rolling Fork, one 
of only a few buildings 
still standing in the path of 

of March 24. 
    Part of the tile roof was 
ripped off. Daylight 
showed through a gaping 
hole in the roof over the 
second floor jury room.  
Bricks lay scattered from a 
damaged  wall near the 
roofline, and a crack 
snaked down the rear of 
the building. Shattered 
glass and debris littered 
the second floor judges 
chamber. Tattered blinds 
rattled behind broken win-
dows.      
    But the Courthouse, 
built in 1902, is largely 
intact ï a stark contrast to 
the broad path of splin-
tered  structures and man-
gled trees in a  razed land-
scape that stretches the 
length of the little town. 
The Courthouse is now 

    Drug intervention courts 
in Mississippi marked a 
milestone of 10,000 gradu-
ates in March 2023 after 
years of offering life-
changing programs for 
people struggling with 
drug addiction. 
    ñIntervention courts 
work to help participants 
succeed,ò said State Direc-
tor of Intervention Courts 
Pam Holmes. ñIt takes 
teamwork.  It takes a dedi-
cated  drug intervention 
court team working togeth-
er and working with the 
community. It takes com-
mitted judges, coordina-
tors, case managers and 

field officers.ò 
    The Legislature in re-
cent years has given inter-
vention courts additional 
resources to make a differ-
ence in the lives of people 
who struggle with addic-
tion. The Legislature fund-
ed five pilot mental health 
courts which began opera-
tions this year.   Those 
programs use a treatment 
approach in lieu of more 
traditional court proce-
dures for non-violent of-
fenders who have been 
screened and diagnosed 
with mental illnesses. The 
program includes screen-
ing, clinical assessment, 

education, referral for 
treatment, counseling and 
rehabilitative care, service 
coordination and case 
management.  
    Holmes said, ñThe Leg-
islature recognizes the 
measurable value of drug 
intervention and now, 
mental health treatment 
courts and the role these 
courts play in saving lives 
in all counties throughout 
the state.  The 10,000 
graduate milestone rein-
forces the ongoing legisla-
tive commitment to appro-
priate annual funds to fi-
nancially support these 
court programs.  The 

state's annual investment 
in drug intervention courts 
helps save the lives of par-
ticipants in active addic-
tion. Participation in drug 
court and successful com-
pletion represents signifi-
cant savings in the mil-
lions of dollars each year 
and is the return on invest-
ment the state seeks.ò 
    Intervention courts are 
an alternative to incarcera-
tion. Taxpayers get the 
benefit of not paying to 
incarcerate people who can 
in turn earn a living for 
themselves and support 
their families. Avoided 

Drug intervention courts reach milestone of 10,000 graduates 


